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Befofe Their Time:

In Remembrance
of Friends

Charles Johnson (*72)

The NBHS band trip to Europe was
the experience of a lifetime for partici-
pants. I am certain we are all proud
of the tribute and honor they paid to
the North Carolinians and a
Broughton alumnus, Walter Perry
Jr., buried at the American Cemetery at Hamm. As a
board member of the Broughton Alumni Association, 1
know many people have expressed appreciation for the
series of fine articles written by Bill Teague ('48) profil-
ing those alumni who were in the military and died
while serving our country. Those men and women,
many of whom were products of “the greatest genera-
tion” in the words of Tom Brokaw, helped defeat tyr-
anny and build our nation. We owe them a debt that
can never be repaid. Combat, however, has claimed
relatively few of our classmates as compared with nu-
merous premature deaths caused by accident, illness,
drug overdose, and even murder and suicide. These
childhood friends will never have the opportunities to
serve their country/communities/churches, have their
own families, mentor the next generation, or participate
in something as simple as a high school reunion. Young
people whose entire adult lives lie before them are not
supposed to die. But the recent terrorist attacks in
America serve as poignant reminders that we are all
vulnerable to such tragedies. Soon after the attacks in
New York and Washington, it was reported that one vic-
tim was traveling home to attend her high school reun-
ion. As I write this article, I don’t know if any victims of
those attacks had ties to Broughton, but it wouldn’t
surprise me to find out that someone did. For days the
country was glued to the television watching replays of
destruction, death and atrocity, as well as unparalleled
courage and heroism. On the nightly news we see the
handiwork of suicide bombers and know the death toll
on children has risen again. We read of premature
deaths in the newspaper and hear our friends and ce

workers describe their experiences with early deaths
and the impact on family and friends. We see the list of
deceased NBHS alumni and the memorials to class-
mates published in this newsletter, some of whom are
recent graduates. We mourn these deaths, ask “why”
and maybe even feel relieved that it didn’t happen to a
loved one of ours or to us. Yet many of us have felt the
unexpected and painful loss of beloved, youthful family
members and/or friends. As important as the loss felt
by those left behind are the many lost opportunities
incurred by those untimely deaths. Might some of our
classmates that were killed or passed away so young
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Publishing the Alumni Néwsletter

It was with almost amazement that I learned just how
few “hands” produced and published the alumni news-
letter. [ have worked with full time staffs that were twice
the size and produced half the results. As you may or
may not know, the alumni database was severely dam-
aged due to technical problems. The result: we are work-
ing with a raw database requiring extensive cleaning. As
the owner of a mailing company I know how labor inten-
sive it will be to eliminate duplicates and bad addresses
from 24,000 names. We also realize that several class-
mates have passed away, yet still receive our correspon-
dence. Realizing the unsettling effects this can cause
family members, you have my assurance we will correct
this situation as quickly as possible. Class agents can
assist by notifying the Alumni Association of any
changes for their respective class. Several class agents
have contacted me regarding their individual classes and
mailings for them. This is a service my company pro-
vides, however it is not a “free” service. As an alumni, 1
attempt to make it a break even task. Typically, printing
and mailing services run about 40 to 50 dollars plus
postage. Permission for use of a particular database is
decided by Randy Worth. Finally, I have noticed several
alumni have signed up for Classmates.com, and, while
this is an interesting service, it is not inexpensive. A web
site under the name Broughtonhighschool.com is being
constructed. Anyone interested in assisting in it’s crea-
tion and implementation, please feel free to contact me at
Brudolph@custommail.com. Questions or changes to
the database may be directed to the same address.

Brad Rudolph (83)
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become world leaders, developed cures for cancer or
AIDS, won a Noble Peace Prize, or landed on Mars? We
will never know.

Each of us has our own personal sentiments about
classmates we knew who passed away at an early age. [
have fond and vivid memories of one such individual,
Jay Steele ('72). Jay was a friend who died in an acci-
dent at age 20. He was a gifted student as well as a tal
ented musician and swimmer. We played trumpet in the
band and were in many of the same classes at Leroy
Martin and Broughton. I have eaten with him, cele-
brated his birthday, met his parents, and spent the
night in his home. When I was at N.C. State, I occasion-
ally saw his father, a statistics professor, who gave me
stat texts. Shortly after I completed graduate school, 1
saw his parents at a party. I will never forget the hug
that I received from Jay’s mother as tears flowed down
her cheeks. Though we didn’t discuss it much, I knew
she was proud of my accomplishments. I also knew that
she thought (as I did) her son could have done anything
with his life that he chose to do had he lived. 1 suspect
she looked upon me and pictured Jay as a grown man
who had achieved some measure of success in the
world. We shared losses: hers was the loss of a son;
mine the loss of a friend; both of us the loss of an oppor-
tunity for someone to make a mark on the world.

The other day I bared my soul to an old friend describing
the regrets, shameful events, and lost opportunities of
my life. She noted that [ spoke of the events generating
my recollections and feelings as if they had occurred just
last month, and she hoped [ had “grown out” of them. I
remarked that, to the contrary, I had “grown into” them.
Life provides to the living new experiences that give rise
to heightened perception and introspection. Unfortu-
nately, our young, deceased friends had limited opportu-
nities for this growth. I wonder what they would say
about their missed opportunities. Perhaps some would
express sorrow that they could not go to college, marry a
childhood sweetheart, raise children, treat the sick, run
the family business, or call old friends and make peace
over past quarrels. Perhaps some would ask us to com-
fort their parents and urge us to comfort ours as they
age. Perhaps some would tell us how death feels or sug-
gest we dedicate our lives in service to God. I'd like to
think that all would ask us to honor their memories by
recalling their humanity and vowing never to miss an
opportunity to touch someone’s life, a life which is all too
often shorter than three score and ten.

In my opinion, how we manage death reflects our rever-
ence of life. During our lives we must remember and
honor not only those classmates who died young but
also all our alumni and their families. I am always
touched by those who request that we print a memorial
to someone in our newsletter. One day we, too, will con-
front death. I wish that would not occur until each of us
lives a long, fruitful life. But that thought is not based
on reality. When death calls our young men and women,
we pay the price of what might have been. Whatever the
cause of death, the loss of our classmates “before their
times” deprives us of the gift of their lives. We can nei-
ther afford to pay this price nor miss an opportunity to
reach out to others.

Music Notes

Compact Discs of NBHS Musical Organizations—Dave

Goetze (72) has digitally remastered several NBHS band and
orchestra albums onto compact discs. He is making these
original recordings available for purchase on CD. His collection
includes performances from many of the years 1956 through
2002. Most of the performances were recorded at state band
and orchestra contests or the Music Educators National Corn-
ference. One recording is of the 1964 orchestra and chorus.
Courtesy copies are being provided to Mr. Southwick, as well
as to the school for use in band and orchestra classes. The cost
of each CD is $15. Dave has generously offered to contribute to
your Alumni Association $3 of his profit from each CD. He is
also searching for albums in good condition from other years
and for Chorus and Ensemble recordings in order to expand
this project. For information on purchasing CDs or to arrange
the loan of albums, contact Dave in Raleigh at (919) 7711690

or email him at AlumniofNBHS@aol.com

Marching Band Reunion—All former members of the NBHS
Marching Band, including majorettes and flag girls, are invited
to participate in a marching band reunion during the Home-
coming game this fall. Broughton will play Sanderson at the
school stadium on Friday, October 18, 2002. Kickoff is at 7
p.m. Initial coordination has been made with Mr. Richardson,
the current band director, who supports the idea of an alumni
performance as a part of the halftime show. Those members
who still have instruments and would like to perform or who
would just like to attend to show their support should contact
Dave Goetze (72) at (919) 771-1690, Charles Johnson (72) at
(919) 319-9039 or e-mail AlumniofNBHS@aol.com We antici-
pate a joint performance of the school alma mater and fight
song with the current marching band and the performance of a
tune by the alumni band depending on the interests and level
of participation by alumni. We welcome ideas for songs that
could be easily rehearsed and performed. “The Horse” has al-
ready been suggested since many classes played it in the 60s
and ‘70s. Plans are incomplete and much will depend on your
input and suggestions. Even though we may be playing from
the sidelines and not the field, it would be a tremendous dis-
play of school spirit for the Alumni Band to once again show
why the “Marching 100” was more than sheer numbers!

1972 Orchestra Reunion—This year marks the 30® anni-
versary of the 1972 NBHS orchestra’s awardwinning perform-
ance at the national convention of the Music Educators Na-
tional Conference held in Atlanta. This performance is one of
the highlights of Mr. Southwick’s teaching career, and it was
certainly an honor for those of us in that orchestra to be invited
to perform at the conference. In recognition of this event, Dave
Goetze (72) and I are arranging a dinner to be held in Raleigh
on Saturday evening, October 19, 2002. Mr. Southwick, now a
young 86 years old, has spoken on several occasions of his
desire to hold an event to which members of that orchestra
from the classes of 72, 773, and 74 would be invited. He is
looking forward to having dinner with all of us. Expenses will
include only the cost of your meal and perhaps a small dona-
tion ($3-$4) toward the purchase of his meal and a memento
for him celebrating the occasion. Dave and I would like to hear
from those persons interested in joining us for this dinner, and
would welcome suggestions for an appropriate location. We
need an approximate number of attendees in order to make
reservations. We will provide you with details when they have
been finalized. Dave and I hope that all of you can attend.
Please contact us at: Dave (919) 771:1690; Charles (919) 319
9039 or e-mail AlumniofNBHS@aol.com.

Charles Johnson (72)
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